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Oscoda does 

it again for  

The Great 

Backyard  

Bird Count  

We are really into birding 

up here in northeastern Michigan. 

Consider that the most important 

measurement of the avian 

population derived from the Great 

Backyard Bird Count is the 

number of species reported. In 

this* category Oscoda scored near 

the top in the state with 54 species, 

behind only Holland with73 and 

Traverse City with 70. 

Even in the number of 

checklists submitted Oscoda 

ranked sixth in the state for that 

category. Only Traverse City, 

Kalamazoo, Howell, Ann Arbor 

and Lansing beat us out.; not bad 

for a rural community. 

During the most recent 

Presidents Day weekend birders 

from the communities of Oscoda, 

Tawas City, East Tawas, Glennie, 

Greenbush, Sand Lake and 

National City, represented largely 

by members of your Au Sable 

Valley Audubon, submitted a total 

of 104 checklists of birds sighted 

in Iosco and Arenac Counties 

during those four days.  

Look for early migrating 

birds in open fields and on 

shorelines: horned larks at the Air 

Base; northern pipits in parking 

lots or on beaches. 

Proof Needed 

Proof  Indeed 

When Larry Van Wagoner 

was questioned about his Great 

Backyard Bird Count entry of the 

Red-headed woodpecker here in 

northern Michigan in February he 

was ready with this photo as proof 

they are here. The skepticism must 

be due to beginning birders’ failure 

        Photo courtesy of Larry Van  

to recognize that all species with 

red on their heads are not red-

headed woodpeckers. 

  At Tuttle Marsh on 

Wednesday, March 2 there were 

eight bald eagles gathered over a 

food source invisible from the 

road. They were up in the air in 

seconds and had scattered to 

nearby perches in two minutes. It 

was like the videos of Alaskan 

eagles catching salmon.  

Super Duper 

Yuper Trek 

If you think birding is only 

identifying birds, think again. 

Twice so far this year 

some of our AVA members have 

driven to the eastern Upper 

Peninsula to look for birds 

normally not seen here in the Au 

Sable River Valley. Each trip was 

like an extended Christmas Bird 

Count, but with some important 

differences; such as exploring new 

bakeries, or new restaurants and 

their Yuper menus; like becoming 

familiar with maps of new areas, 

or new motels and their hot tubs. 

Ruth and David Golm, 

accompanied Larry Van Wagoner 

and Sue Duncan on their first, and 

Emily and Bob Kemntz on their 

second, search for the Snowy Owl, 

the Bohemian Waxwing, the 

White-winged Crossbill, and Pine 

Grosbeak in their winter habitats. 

Their birding highlights 

were finding the Sharp-tailed 

Grouse, the Glaucous Gull, the 

Bohemian Waxwing, and a 

possible sighting of a Peregrine 

Falcon; but no Snowy Owl. 

 There were also plenty of 

opportunities to enjoy Upper 

Peninsula landmarks and 

diversions. They saw the Straits of 

Mackinaw totally iced over. Sue 

said that from Sault Sainte Marie,  
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looking across to the Canadian 

side, they saw hills covered with 

new wind turbines. They even 

visited a museum and explored a 

State Park; Fun.  

 The Yupers they met were 

interesting, friendly, helpful and 

generous of their time.  

Their complete list follows: 

Barred owl 

Blue jay 

Bufflehead 

Cardinal, northern 

Chickadee, black-capped  

Crow, common 

Dove, mourning 

Eagle, bald  

Grosbeak, evening 

Goldeneye 

Goldfinch, American 

Gray jay 

Grosbeak, pine 

Grouse, ruffed 

Grouse, sharp-tailed 

Gull, glaucous 

Gull, ring-billed 

Hawk, rough-legged 

Mallard 

Merganser, common 

Nuthatch, red-breasted 

Nuthatch, white-breasted 

Pigeon, rock 

Raven, common 

Redpoll, common 

Redpoll, hoary 

Shrike, northern 

Siskin, pine 

Starling, European 

Swan, mute 

Waxwing, Bohemian 

Woodpecker, downy 

Woodpecker, hairy 

 

 

Coming up 

 Roger Eriksson will get us 

ready for spring with a primer on 

warbler identification. His 

remarkably great photos will make 

it an experience you will not want 

to miss. This will be at our March 

meeting in Tawas on Tuesday the 

eighth.  

 

 Some of us will meet at 

Jack’ss in East Tawas at 5:15 for 

dinner beforehand. 

 

 At the meeting you will be 

able to sign up for the Bluebird 

Box Workshops that will be 

coming up in the following month 

or months at area schools. Dates 

will be established. This will be 

our March field trip alternative 

since there is none scheduled for 

that month. 

 

 

In April Sue Malski will be our 

featured speaker at our regular 

meeting at Oscoda High School on 

the 12
th
. She will have her photos 

with visual clues to help us 

identify ducks in the water and on 

the wing. 

  

 Wendy Tatar of Michigan 

Audubon will also be at the April 

meeting to get us ready for the 

Tawas Birding Festival.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Visit the Michigan 

Audubon website to pre-register 

for the Tawas Birding Festival 

at:  

http://tawasbirdfest.com/register

/ 

 The Iosco County 

Conservation District is having 

a Tree and Flower Sale.  Order 

deadline is March 31.  Plant 

pickups will be April 15 and 

16.  Available are pine, spruce, 

fir, oak, maple, birch, fruit trees, 

berry bushes, shrubs, gladiolus 

and other perennials.   

  

The ICCD office is just east of 

the Tawas High School on M-

55.   

 Phone: 362-2591  ext. 5. 
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