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Au Sable Valley Audubon Trumpeter   for the birds  

Fortieth Anniversary  

Celebration Dinner 
 Invitations to the dinner celebrating the 

40
th

 Anniversary of our Audubon Chapter have 

been sent. You have probably already returned 

your reply card, along with a check for $20 for 

each attendee, to Jen Gravlin. If you did not re-

ceive an invitation, please call Jen at 989-747-

0300. You are welcome to bring your friends and 

anyone you think might be interested.  

 The dinner will be at Wiltse’s Restaurant 

on Saturday, 13 October.
 
Socializing will begin at 

5:30 with dinner at 6:00. The program will in-

clude a video presentation and short talks con-

cerning our history by those who have been a part 

of it. There will be musical entertainment and a 

silent auction of photographs by some of our tal-

ented members. The haiku and other verse mem-

bers have submitted will be included in the print-

ed program.  

 Mark October 13
th

 on your calendar and 

join our celebration. 

We Are Incorporated 
 Donette Spiekerman has received a confir-

mation from our attorney. AVA is now officially a 

non-profit organization. 

Larry’s Woodlot Meeting       Courtesy of Matt Hegwood 

Woodlot and Pizza 
 The September meeting was held in Larry Van 

Wagoner’s centennial family farm woodlot where mem-

bers were introduced to some magnificent examples of 

native trees. Don Krejcarek, a retired forester with the 

US Forest Service at the Harrisville office, was our 

instructor. After he retired, Don began his own 

business as a forestry consultant based in Harris-

ville. He has helped Larry with three different tim-

ber sales on his farm property in Alcona County 

since 1990. 

 We removed from Larry’s acres to the 

Greenbush Golf Course where Ruth and David al-

lowed us to use their facilities for eating pizza and 

our regular meeting. Thanks, Ruth and Dave. Please 

convey our thanks to Elfie for being such a good 

and supportive host during our meeting. 

A New Wrinkle 
 Larry and Bob Kemnitz will be asking 

members in November if they're interested in 

purchasing and assembling various sized bird 

houses, not just bluebird houses. Members can 

notify Larry what species and the number of 

houses they would like to build.  After the mate-

rial needs and house types are developed, a list of 

house kit types and their costs will be made 

available to members. We’ll get help in assem-

bling the houses during a January 2013 meet-

ing.   Larry’s address: lvanwago@gmail.com    

It’s Almost Crane Time  
  Beginning in early October, Larry will be 

making frequent, random day, dawn and dusk visits 

to the crane roosting area near Sage Lake Road (20 

miles west of Tawas City) to check where the 

cranes decide to feed and roost this year so we will 

know where to find them in fall migration mode in 

late October.  

mailto:lvanwago@gmail.com
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Items  of  

Special Interest 
 Peggy Ridgway has been notified by Vince 

Cavalieri of the US Fish and Wildlife Service that a 

piping plover fledgling banded at Tawas Point in 

July had been sighted in South Carolina on Septem-

ber 24. 
 Sue Duncan reports that seven AVA members 

participated in a road cleanup on Monday, Sept 24.  Fif-

teen bags of trash were collected.   

Hartwick Pines 
 Thirteen members got up early on Friday the 

28
th
 of September to drive over to Grayling to ooh and 

ah at the big trees that still exist from the primeval forest 

at Hartwick Pines State Park. Larry had requested a 

guided tour for the group and consequently they learned 

a number of interesting facts that they would not have 

known otherwise. The fall leaves were turning color so 

everyone enjoyed the natural beauty of the season both 

there and on the journey. After the tour of the park they 

lunched at Spike’s in Grayling and stopped at the Au 

Sable River Highbanks Overlook north of Alcona Pond 

on the return trip. 

Hartwick Pines Trip Group          Courtesy of a stranger 

World Travelers 
 Our President, Ruth Golm, and husband David 

are mid-way in their nearly 4 week-long “trip of a life-

time.” They have visited the biblically historical sites of 

Egypt, Israel, Turkey and Greece. They will spend time 

in Naples, Rome, Venice and Florence before heading 

home to arrive around October 6.  

 

American bittern                   Courtesy of Matt Hegwood 

Busy October 
 This is the month of our exchange meeting with 

Thunder Bay Audubon. In order to accommodate both 

the speaker and Thunder Bay visitors, the meeting will 

be at 11:30 a.m. at Wiltse’s Restaurant on Tuesday the 

9
th
. Yes, we’ll be back there again on Saturday for the 

Anniversary Celebration. 

 Our guest speaker will be none other than Vince 

Cavalieri, the Great Lakes Piping Plover Coordinator for 

the US Fish and Wildlife Service. He will fill us in on 

what is happening to preserve the population of the en-

dangered “Great Lakes Piping Plovers.” Some of us in 

Iosco County have done our share to help in that effort. 

 It will be exciting to hear how that program is 

progressing from the man who heads it. 

 Incidentally, the piping plover has already been 

selected as the featured bird at the 2013 Tawas Birding 

Festival. 

November Events 
 We will revert to our regular meeting time in 

November with our meeting at 7:00 p.m. at Tawas Area 

High School. Maggie Berch will have a special presenta-

tion on this year’s Trumpeter Swan breeding season in 

the Au Sable River Valley as the Trumpeter families 

gather for the winter. She will have a slide show presen-

tation of mainly trumpeter swans with a running com-

mentary. She will also Guide us on a field trip to view 

them. 

 The following page contains a photo Larry Van 

Wagoner took while flying over Tawas Point in late Sep-

tember this year. Notice the low Lake Huron level. 
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Things Have Changed 
 Yearly Program Schedules have not been mailed 

this year. They will be available at the regular meetings.  

Ed Cole can email a copy to anyone not attending regu-

lar meetings. Request a copy by contacting him 

at:cole.edwardhcole1@gmail.com 

 Dues are payable now to Treasurer Donette 

Spiekerman. The rates have been upped to $ 15.00/ year 

per single and $20.00/year per family. For those who 

wish to mail a check, Donnette’s address is: 

 

Mrs. Donette Spiekerman 

149 Schirmer Drive 

East Tawas, MI 48730 
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