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Au Sable Valley Audubon Trumpeter   for the birds  

You like to Count Birds? 
 The 214

th
 annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count in 

Tawas was held on its scheduled date of Monday, December 

16, 2013. Twelve members of Au Sable Valley Audubon 

met at Tawas Big Boy Restaurant at 7:00 a.m. They met 

again at noon at Hsing’s Garden Restaurant to share their 

sightings and plan the afternoon treks. This year Tawas Bay 

and Tawas Lake were completely frozen so those assigned to 

the shoreline sectors were unable to see many ducks, geese 

or other water related birds. There was a little open water in 

Lake Huron in the Alabaster area so there were a few mer-

gansers picked up there. The red-headed woodpeckers made 

their dramatic entrance in Sand Lake. Ruth Glom counted 

ten. I think that’s a record for recent years. Total species re-

ported for the day was 39. Starlings returned as the most 

abundant at 307. The day’s total for individual birds seen 

was 1559. 

 The Oscoda Area count, scheduled for Friday, De-

cember 20, 2013, had to be postponed because of the over-

night snow storm. It was rescheduled for Saturday, January 

4, 2014. Since that was a weekend day we were able to in-

clude Mark Rouse, who is a high school student. The break-

fast meeting at 7:00 a.m. was at Mancino’s Pit Stop and the 

noon get-together was at G’s Restaurant. There were eleven 

participants in the morning and eight in the afternoon. Again, 

almost all open water was frozen, so water fowl sightings 

were limited. Despite that, 39 species were reported, but, 

instead of the common high count being mallards, it was 

blue jays, with 233. Six feeder watchers recruited by Peggy 

Ridgway contributed 262 individual bird sightings to flush 

out the Oscoda total to 1308. 

AVA Activities Reviewed 
 At our scheduled January membership meeting Lar-

ry Van Wagoner organized a great presentation of the year’s 

events and bird sightings as recorded through our members’ 

camera lenses. 

 President Ruth Golm announced the upcoming 

Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy award ceremony in Bay 

City on Friday February 21 at 6:00 p.m. at Jennison Boat-

house, 1111 North Water Street at which our own Peggy 

Ridgway will receive the Charles Curtiss Lifetime Achieve-

ment Osprey Award. Tickets are $35.00 while they last.  

 Lastly, we were treated to one of Neil Thornton’s 

Iosco County history videos covering the lumbering years.  

Here’s Another Chance 
 If you are planning to take part in the upcoming 

Great Backyard Bird Count and you take the organizers lit-

erally and intend to count birds only in your back yard you 

will be missing out on the fun of the GBBC. Rather, the way 

it is set up you can go anywhere; you can fly down to Dallas 

or even Timbuktu. You don’t have to stay within a fifteen 

mile diameter circle as you do with the Christmas Count. 

You can count birds you see on your way to the mall. More-

over, you have four days to do it. It is a lot different than the 

Christmas Bird Count. You submit your sightings each day 

and see them almost instantaneously displayed online along 

with people doing the same things in Hong Kong or Buenos 

Aires. The only thing that might be missing is the camarade-

rie of the Christmas Bird Count. Never fear. You can create 

your own circle group. Fill your car with friends who are not 

“real’ birders. Teach them to recognize the beautiful birds 

that visit us in winter; between February 14 and February 17 

this year. Show them where the birds are; at the Au Sable 

River mouth, at Westgate, at Alcona Dam Pond, at Tawas 

Point or on Tawas Bay, at Au Gres River mouth. You may 

find a snowy owl, or see a flock of snow buntings. Then, 

take them home and show them how you put the observa-

tions online at GBBC.org. Talk about fun! You are suddenly 

famous everywhere. You can stop for lunch in Alpena or 

Hale or Harrisville or if you are looking for waterfowl, Bay 

City or Saginaw. Think about it. The possibilities are almost 

limitless. It isn’t called the GREAT Bird Count for nothing, 

it’s just the “backyard” part that doesn’t describe it properly. 

Of course, if the weather is miserable and the roads icy, you 

can still sit at your window and just count the birds that 

come to your feeders. It’s that flexible. 

Do you like to Eat? 
 Well, we know of a treat for you. The Kettunen Cen-

ter near Cadillac has the best food in Michigan. It’s also the 

site for the 2014 MiBCI Conference. If you don’t remember 

what that stands for, it’s Michigan Bird Conservation Initia-

tive. Oh, there are lots of neat presentations by ornithologists 

and students that deal with all sorts of interesting aspects of 

the lives of birds, but what everyone attends for is the good 

food. The motel-type rooms are nice too. The program hasn’t 

been published yet but set aside the dates: March 20 through 

March 22, 2014. We’ll fill in the details later. 
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Tracks in the Snow 
 At our February meeting we can look forward to one 

of our favorite presenters, Paul Thompson, biologist of the 

Oscoda Office of the U. S. Forest Service, to show us how to 

identify the tracks of the animals and birds we might see in 

the snow. This is a good year for that. Mud is good too. 

Good old mud. Remember that?  

 The meeting will be at The Robert J. Parks Library 

on Skeel Avenue, in the old Wurtsmith Air Force Base Area 

again at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, 11 February. Someone will 

probably organize a pre-meeting lunch. 

 There will also be a short training session for Bird-

ing Festival for those of us who will be working at the Wel-

come Table in May. 

 A field trip may be possible to experience real life 

tracking. It is scheduled tentatively for Tuttle Marsh in Feb-

ruary. Don’t hold your breath. Larry will let us know. 

Ruffed grouse                            Photo by Larry Van Wagoner 

ausablevalleyaudubon 
 ausablevalleyaudubon.org Just type those letters in 

your search engine and you will get a complete run down of 

websites, articles or posts with links that Gary Spiekerman 

has found, not only covering Iosco County, the State of 

Michigan or the United States, but the whole World it seems, 

that has anything to do with birds and conservation. And 

Gary does a remarkable job of keeping it up to date. To 

compare, look at Washtenaw Audubon (U of M) website 

where you will find their last update was in October. If you 

want to see the Christmas Bird Count Circle sightings as 

they are released by National, they will be there. If you want 

to know details of how to take part in the Backyard Bird 

Count, it is there. He has the best available photographs too. 

Members should be sure to check out what Gary has accom-

plished. It is great!  

 

 

 

 

If You Plan a Trip North  
 Jason, an experienced Yuper birder, who doesn’t 

give his surname, posted the following paragraph on 26 Jan-

uary. He says he is a student at Lake Superior State Univer-

sity in Sault Ste. Marie. He maintains a website to help any-

one birding in the Sault Ste. Marie Area in winter. He wants 

them to have all the information they need before they head 

north.   

 “WINTER BIRDING. So far this winter I've put in 

250+ miles between the Soo, Pickford, and Rudyard and 

have come away with zero owls until last night, when I man-

aged to see 2 Snowy Owls in the dark.  Though I haven't 

birded the Rudyard area in the daylight since just before 

Thanksgiving, I'm willing to bet it's a normal year 

for Snowies there.  Very few Rough-legged Hawks, a few 

Northern Shrikes and some probable Longspurs have been 

the only 'winter birds' thus far.  Most interesting was a day 

last week with 80+ Tundra Swans-latest date I've ever seen 

them in the soo area, especially with these numbers, 125+ 

Cedar Waxwings-no Bohemians mixed in and this is the 

largest flock of Cedar Waxwings, or daily total, I've ever had 

south of the soo, and 36 probable Lapland Longspurs.  That's 

been it other than some gull species that are the Dafter Land-

fill.  Next month should be better though, hopefully.  We've 

been getting pounded with snow and cold temperature this 

past week and it's still coming the rest of the week unfortu-

nately.  Hoping to have another day or 2 to cover areas I 

haven't yet.” What do you think? Would it be worth it? 

Maybe we’ll get our January thaw next month. 

Au Sable River, January 25, 2014               Photo by Ed Cole 

No Habitat for Waterfowl 
 The above photo shows the conditions we have lived 

with for a month or so. Most of the Au Sable River and Ta-

was Bay have been frozen over. The ducks, swans and mer-

gansers have had to find the small pools below the dams or 

move out into the open water of the big lake. We assume the 

birds are still around but can’t find them to count them.  


