AUSABLE VALLEY AUDUBON (AVA) MEETING
November 11, 2025
Oscoda Senior Center
Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes

ATTENDEES:
Board Members Present:  
Bill Roth, President
Pam Carter, Vice President
Dawn Hooper, Treasurer
Amy Kohlhepp, Secretary
Jill Laidlaw, Member at Large 


Sign-up sheet was presented to members at Welcome Table; 27 members and three guests were present.  

Guests Present:  Ann Gonsler and Margaret Boyer, Hubbard Lake Community Association Board
	
MEETING SUMMARY/DISCUSSION

At 3:01 pm, the Au Sable Valley Audubon gathered for a monthly meeting. 

BIRD SIGHTINGS:
Sandhill Cranes, Cackling Goose, Black Scoter, Surf Scoter, Bufflehead, Lesser Scaup, Redhead, Longtail Duck, Common Goldeneye, Gadwall, Widgeon, American Tree Sparrow, Northern Saw-whet Owl, Barred Owl, Snowy Owl, Snow Buntings, Evening Grosbeaks, House Finches, Common Redpoll, Bald Eagle, Red-necked Grebe, 

REPORTS:
Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer’s Report provided by Dawn Hooper.  

The Chapter has $6,218.34, reconciled.  Motion was made to accept report, seconded and passed unanimously.

Minutes Report:
Minutes from the October 14th, 2025, meeting were read by Amy Kohlhepp.  Motion was made to accept report, seconded and passed unanimously.

EM’S BIRD LESSON OF THE DAY:  
Sandhill Cranes facts were presented by Jill Laidlaw.  

Presentation:
Michigan Bats by Nicolette Sexton

Old Business:  

· AVA dues can be paid through the website ausablevalleyaudubon.org or to Dawn Hooper.  $15 for single, $20 for family and the new payment method online is working very well.  
· AVA hard copy calendars are available, thanks to Jill.
· Tawas State Park has rebuilt bird benches and platforms, along with walkways.  It is very much appreciated by AVA.
· Owl Camp, October 24th at Robert and Ina Wagner’s home was very successful.  We had two Northern Saw-whet owls and a Barred Owl.  It was lots of fun with goodies and a campfire.  Thank you to the Wagner’s.


New Business:

· Annual Christmas Bird Count is coming up.  Dates are Wednesday, December 17th for Tawas and Saturday, December 20th for Oscoda.  If you want to sign up contact Amy Kohlhepp 517-489-7879.
· Jackson Audubon Chapter donated $200 to AVA’s 2026 birding festival at Tawas Point.  Many thanks to Jackson and Steve Jerant.
· Carol Cole stepped down administering the Facebook page.  Many thanks to Carol for her work throughout the years.  There is a new team working on Facebook:  Amy Kohlhepp, Pam Carter, Konnie Spenceley, Jason Shaw and Jill Laidlaw.  If anyone is interested in helping to moderate the page, then contact us.
· Iosco County new recycling centers are open.
· Next meeting is from ARK Animal Rescue on December 9th at Tawas Senior Center.  It is at 3:00 pm.

Meeting Adjourned by motion.


